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The  Egyp t i an  Long  Ea red  hedgehog  i s  sma l l e r  i n  s i z e  and  s hape ,  a ve rag i ng
be tween  1 2 -  2 7 cm .  They  u s ua l l y  we i gh  250 - 800g rams  The i r  l i fe  s pan  i s
app rox .  7  yea r s  i n  cap t i v i t y .  I t  i s  wo r t h  no t i ng  t ha t  t h e y  have  s ho r t e r  qu i l l s
t han  mo s t  h edgehog s  ,  d o  no t  have  a  reve r s e  mohawk ,  have  f i v e  t o e s  on  t h e i r
ba c k  fe e t  and  have  a  c rooked  bend  i n  t h e i r  a lmo s t  naked  t a i l .  T he  Long
Ea red  Hedgehog  (LEH)  doe s  no t  t e nd  t o  c u r l  i n t o  a  ba l l  when  t h rea t ened ,
i n s t ead  t h e s e  fe i s t y  c rea t u re s  t e nd  t o  r un  s t ra i gh t  a t  t h e i r  p reda to r s ,  u s i ng
t he i r  qu i l l s  t o  wa rd  o f f  dange r .  

Long  Ea red  Hedgehog s  requ i re  a  l o t  o f  t ime  and  pa t i e n c e  t o  t ame .  They  a re
much  mo re  agg re s s i ve  t han  Af r i c an  Pygmy  Hedgehog s  and  a re  no t o r i o u s  fo r
t h e i r  b i t i ng  ab i l i t y .  A  LEH  i s  n o t  an  adv i s ab l e  pe t  fo r  c h i l d ren ,  a  f i r s t  t ime
o r  n e r vou s  h edgehog  owne r .  The  e ye s i gh t  o f  LEH  i s  much  be t t e r  t han  APH ' s
and  t h e y  l ove  t o  hun t  fo r  t h e i r  i n s e c t s /  p l a y  w i t h  ca t  t oy s / t ea s e r s .  T hey
requ i re  much  mo re  i n t e ra c t i o n  t han  APH  and  p re fe r  t o  p l a y  ra t he r  t han
cudd l e .  Con s i s t e n t  hand l i ng  i s  n e c e s sa r y  t o  keep  t h em  tame  and  l e s s  " b i t e y " .
Howeve r ,  t h e y  may  s t i l l  b i t e  even  i f  c on s i s t e n t l y  hand l ed ,  a s  i t  i s  j u s t  t h e i r
na t u ra l  d e fen ce  mechan i sm  ra t he r  t han  ba l l i ng  up .  They  a re  ex c e l l e n t
c l imbe r s ,  c age s  a re  t h e re fo re  no t  adv i s ed  t o  p reven t  i n j u r i e s .

T he i r  na i l s  a re  no t  a s  b i g  o f  an  i s s u e  a s  APH .  LEH  do  need  regu l a r  na i l
t r imm ing ,  e spe c i a l l y  i f  o n  s o f t  s ub s t ra t e ,  h oweve r  t h e y  a re  kep t  l o nge r  t han
APH ’ s  a s  t h e y  a re  a  bo r rowe r .  The i r  na i l s  w i l l  n o t  g row  i n t o  t h e i r  paw  pad s ,
un l i ke  APHs .

Ma l e s  w i l l  g e t  wha t  i s  a f fe c t i o na t e l y  ca l l ed  “ p ee  be l l y ” .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c rea s e
mo re  i f  t h e y  a re  " i n  t h e  mood "  o r  t r y i ng  t o  ma t e  w i t h  t h i ng s .  He  w l l l  a l s o  do
boy  t ime  l i ke  APH  do .  Ma l e s  may  pee  o r  d r i bb l e  pee  i n  va r i o u s  l o ca t i o n s ,
l i ke l y  s c en t i ng  s t u f f .  T hey  g row  ou t  o f  i t  a t  s ome  po i n t  bu t  i t  t a ke s  awh i l e .
T he  g i r l s  do  no t  do  i t  wh i c h  aga i n  s uppo r t s  t h e  t h eo r y  t ha t  ma l e s  a re
s c en t i ng  t h i ng s .  I t  i s  wo r t h  no t i ng  t ha t  ma l e s  do  no t  rea ch  s exua l  ma tu r i t y
un t i l  a t  l ea s t  6 - 9  mon th s ,  t h e  ma j o r i t y  hav i ng  no  i n t e re s t  un t i l  a  yea r  o l d .
They  w i l l  t r y  t o  ma t e  w i t h  a  fema l e  APH ,  bu t  canno t ,  h oweve r  t ha t  w i l l  n o t
s t op  t h em  t r y i ng  t o  beg i n  w i t h .  S o  i t  i s  r e c ommended  no t  t o  l e t  t h em  have
f re e  roam  t ime  t oge t he r .  

THE  EGYPT IAN LONG EARED HEDGEHOG

It  is best to replicate a Long Eared Hedgehog's diet, so the bulk of their food should
consist of high quality insects. They are known as insatiable eaters. Edible feeder insects
such as Dubia Roaches, crickets, morio and meal worms are a firm favourite. They love to
hunt live roaches and crickets, so let them search for their food some of the time, put
things in their enclosure to dig under and in, let the roaches and worms crawl round so
they can hunt them. Fresh food such as raw pet grade meat should be fed daily alongside
insects. Cooked ground beef, turkey, chicken, scrambled egg (no milk or butter) can be fed
every few days. A mix of a high quality cat kibble with protein of 32-35% and roughly 10-
15% fat should also be offered daily to help with dental plaque, but they wi l want non
kibble food more than kibble. Some of them enjoy kibble but most of them prefer
EVERYTHING else. Variety is key. Edible fruits and vegetables can be offered for variety,
but have little nutritional value to them, LEH tend to like apples and carrots the best.
Pinkie mice, day old chicks and fresh quail's eggs should be reserved for treat occasions
as, like APH’s, they can be prone to obesity
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