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BITING BEHAVIOUR

Hi, my name is Biscuit and I'm here fo give you some hints and tips on how to avoid biting and the

reason Why us hOgS dO it.

Our sigﬁ
Our sigh’r is poor, we re|\/ scent and taste. If you are going to Wigg|e your ﬁngers in front of our faces

then we cannot be blamed for mis’roking you for a big juicy wormie from time to time.

Scent and Taste

Scenf is somefh'\ng we re|y on sf‘rong|y to Fmd our {ood, we hove an enhonced sme“ sense. ‘]( your
smell nice then we want to take a chomp or three, we don't want to be missing out on some new
gl’Ub. We can sme” FOOd on your \cingers severo| |'TOU|’S oﬂ‘er you hove ecﬁen, besf pre\/enﬁon is 0|Wc1ys
to wash your hands with an unscented soap before handling us. We also like the salty taste of your

sweat so even if you haven't been hondhng food it is good practise to wash your hands.

Usuct“y if bi’ring is based on scent we tend to lick first. As owners tend to think |icking is "cute
behaviour” fhey are often surpr'\sed when we sudden|y |unge and cl’womp down. AHhough this
behaviour is unacceptable fo you, we are just displaying normal hog behaviour - having a little taste
to check it's po|q+ob|e and then going in for the kill. If we start \icking you then this is a good time to

remove your self from our near vicinity if you want to avoid being bitten.

We are often ’rriggered by new scents such as hand cream, per\(ume, clothes de’rergen’r. If we are used
fo your scent then we may not recognise your new disguise, don't be surprised if we are more huffy/

we don't like chonge.

It has also been noted that hogs are onfi—smoking. The smell of tobacco makes them bite, even being in

a smok\/ environment can make them ‘remperomenﬂﬂ.

Inquisitive behaviour

In order to feel safe and settled we have a very inquisitive behaviour. We should be allowed to
exp\ore and to lick/ bite safe items so that we understand our surroundings. Biting is por’ricu|or|y
common if we have been brought to a new home as we are unsettled and unfamiliar with our new

surroundings. Give us time to exp|ore in our new enclosure.

Boby hog|e+s are a bit like babies, H’wey put everyﬂ'ﬂng to their mouths fo learn about their habitat.
Some common items that H’mey can be fascinated with are bracelets, watches, rings, earrings and ear

|obes, false nails and nail pohsh, socks and foes, nipp|es ( yes reo“y l)

Some hogs like to have some’rhing in their mouths, like blanket or a soft foy, ’rhe\/ may drog it
everywhere with them in their enclosure. If you take away their security blanket then Hwey will look for

someHﬁing else to fill their mouths - usuo”y your Fingers.



Distress

Hogs will often act out if fhey are feehng pain or distress. As previous|y mentioned, we don't like
chonge, we may bite as you have chonged our beddmg as we have just got it to our required
stinkiness and we are disgruntled about this. We may bite as you are invading our personal space and
it's just a little warning for you to back away - a precursor to this if you are very observant is that we
release a puff of air from our noses ( not quite a huff) to let you know you are getting too close,
watch out for this if we are cuddhng into your neck, if you move your head too close we m'\gh’r give a

[itte puff of annoyance to say that's close enough thank you.

We are sensitive souls, we do not like a noisy environment, so that might trigger us. We also get upset
at the introduction of a new pet, such as a cat or dog, as we think we smell predo’rors which makes us

scored.

Even the nicest natured hog becomes grumpy and will bite if over handled when qui”ing. Imagine
how sore you would feel with 3-5000 quills trying to pierce through your skin. You don't want to stop
hondhng us at this point, as that in itself may distress us, but p|eose do not try and stroke us. Instead
put us on your lap so we can still smell and bond with you, let us explore our surrounding. We will
soon be back to our old self once it stops hurfing ( you can he|p with the pain by using Leucillin or

giving us a nice oat bath)

W hen sfroking us use a firm hand sﬂok'\ng in the direction of our qui”s. Soft strokes can feel like tickles
to us and that can be quite annoying. Also let us see your hand before you attempt to stroke us, we

do not like sudden surprises so that can cause us to bite.

Some Hogs like a nice cosy environment, it's a bit like going on ho\idoy, you ins’ronﬂy feel better when
you feel the warmth on your skin. You migh‘r want to up your thermostat a coup|e of degrees to see if

the warmth makes us be more p|eoson+‘

Hogs are renowned for being able to hide pain. Often owners will not realise their hogs have been
su\(Fering ailments until it is too late. A good indication that your Hog may be il is a sudden chonge in
temperament, especio“y bi‘ring you or self horming to themselves. Just because you cannot see

onyH’H’ng wrong doesn't mean there isn't.

Over hqnd|ing

Hogs can get distressed when over handled. It is best to build up the time you handle them s\ow|y.
Start out 5-10 mins and increase geruoHy until ‘rhey are comfortable being in your presence for |ong
per'\ods of fime. Hogs will usua”y let you know if ’rhey have had enough by trying to squirm away. If

e><+reme|y stressed %ey will have green poo, a clear indicator o put them back in their enclosure.

Territorial
Quite simp|y this enclosure is mine, get out. You stick your hand in my space to clean up, then sorry
but you are fair game. Sometimes it is better to remove me from my enclosure when you are c|eo|ning

so that | do not become stressed and aggressive.



Communication-

Hogs bite to communicate, as fhey have limited verbal skills.

They can bite out of pain, frustration, irritation, ]eo|ous|y and quite \(ronk|\/ just because fhey enjoy it as

it lets them get their own way.

Hogs can bite out of jea|ous\y if fhey can smell another hog on you. Remember Hwey are so\Hary
creatures, so we want to be number one. How dare you cuddle someone else first |

Hogs are also quic|< to catch on, if we bite you and then you sudden|y put us back in our enclosure
then we quicHy learn that if we want to go back home we just need to bite you. Try to avoid putting
your Hog back in its enclosure as soon as +hey have bitten you to prevent this behaviour from

formu\o‘ring.

Have you ever seen hogs mate ? Well the males bite down on the female whilst mating. Sometimes
your hog will be |\/ihg there all sp‘oHed out and relaxed and then next minute ‘rhey are chomping
down, no reason whatsoever. Could we possib\y be c|oim\'ng you as ours ? s cerfo'm|y an interesting
Hﬂeory. A friend of mine, Bromb\e, liked to do this to his Mummy when cudd\ing into her neck. She
tried not wearing per{ume, didn't |'we|p, she tried wearing H\gh necked tops, didn't stop, Bramble was
perfecﬂy relaxed and Hoppi|\/ c|icl<ing and then chomp! Bramble's Mummy sfopped this behaviour by
chonging the way she held him. Instead of \eHing him lie on her neck, she starting cr0d|ing him in the
crook of her arm. As long as Bramble had his litle wet nose touching her skin he was happy, no more
bHing. In this case biﬁng was s‘ropped as his Mummy had created a new behaviour instead. It is
poss'\b\e to teach hogs not to bite erough time and perseverance (and moybe a few \cinger chomps

too many).

In short get to know your hogs behaviour. If you watch c|ose|y enough you will start to
notices the signs of bui|ding up to bii’ing and can prevent this from hcppening. Never
shout at your hogs, this will on|y scare them and break your bond.



