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Like an APH, Long Eared hedgehogs are solitary and should always be kept separately,
otherwise you run the risk of fighting and hurting each other. Fights have been known to be
vicious, and often to the death. A 4ft vivarium x 2ft x 18 is a minimum requirement, as they
like to run, so basicaly the bigger the enclosure the better for these guys. A 5ft vivarium or
bigger is preferable to the minimum requirement of 4ft. They do not need a lot of vertical
space, but they do need lateral space, low sitting platforms can be used for variety.  Free
roaming/ play pen time is needed daily. In the wild they can run 7-12 miles a night. For a
substrate finacard, aspen shavings,recycled paper bedding and hemp bedding are
recommended, never use cedar or pine shavings as these are toxic to them and cause
respiratory infections. Some LEH’s are chewers so puppy pads are not recommended. LEH
dig tunnels in the wild, so a loose substrate would stimulate them more so that they can dig.
For this reason, many owners opt for a more natural looking enclosure. However, fleece
liners can still be used if preferred. Hides, tunnels, guinea pig ramps, tubes and many toys
should be provided and swapped out regularly to prevent boredom. A 12 -16 inch bucket
wheel should also be provided at al times, again the bigger wheel the better, a smaller
wheel than 12 inch is no good for a LEH as their feet are bigger than an APH and they are
extremely fast runners. Water should be provided at al times, a heavy ceramic bowl is best,
water bottles should not be used. The ideal temperature for a LEH is 24-27 degrees. A
Ceramic Heat Emitter with heat lamp and cage is best to keep a constant temperature and
prevent hibernation. A thermostat should be used to maintain the correct temperature. They
do not require a light as they are nocturnal.

HOUSING/ ENCLOSURE

Minimum Set up for an LEH

Vivarium minimum 4ft x 2ft x 18, preferably larger vivarium 5ft or more
Playpen or space for free roaming - Essential
Ceramic Heat Emitter (CHE) Set Up, including:
Holder
100w Bulb
Safety Cover
Thermostat
Digital Thermometer
Substrate - e.g. finacard, paper based, aspen shavings and hemp bedding
At least one bed/hide
At least one tunnel
Plenty of stimulating toys - e.g. treat dispensers, forage boxes, forage mats, etc.
Bucket wheel 12" - 16", 12" minimum, ideally the biggest one you can fit in your
enclosure
Water Bowl, Kibble Bowl, and live food/fresh food bowl




